
 
CW/VFM-152: George H. Patch 
 
George Patch enlisted in the 19th Massachusetts on 8/24/1861 and was mustered into 
Company F four days later. Patch transferred to Company I on 12/15/1861. He was 
captured at Antietam and subsequently released on 11/1/1862. 
 
The 19th Massachusetts was organized at Lynnfield, Massachusetts on 8/28/1861 for a 
three year enlistment. The regiment participated in every major battle fought by the Army 
of the Potomac from its inception to Lee’s surrender, and was mustered out on 6/30/1865. 
 
George H. Patch to Parents, 14 April 1863 
Patch writes to his parents criticizing the Copperheads and any who oppose the war in the 
North, using the strongest language to question their manhood and honor. 
 
Original Document: 1p. 
 
Soldier History of George H. Patch 
Web Printout: 1p. 
 
Keywords: Union – East – Massachusetts – 19th; Letters; Politics – Copperheads; Army – 
Infantry; Soldiers – Privates 
 
Location: Civil War Vertical File Manuscripts, Special Collections & College Archives, 

Musselman Library at Gettysburg College. 
 
 
See also:   Civil War Sources in Special Collections 

http://libguides.gettysburg.edu/content.php?pid=12633

